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atin America is often singled out for its high and persistent income
inequality. Toward the end of the 1990s, however, income concentration
began to fall across the region. Of the seventeen countries for which
comparable data are available, twelve have experienced a decline, particularly
since 2000. This book is among the first efforts to understand what happened in
these countries and why.
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Advance praise for Declining Inequality in Latin America

INEQUALITY IN
LATIN AMERICA

“In this excellent book, López-Calva, Lustig, and their outstanding team of authors do not shy away from the complexity inherent
in the interaction of economics, policy, and politics that lay behind changes
in the distribution of incomes.”
Francisco H. G. Ferreira
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Deputy Chief Economist for Latin America, World Bank

“A work of both exceptional scholarship and practical policy assessment
on Latin America’s most intractable, and potentially explosive, challenge—
the massive income and wealth inequality that characterizes most countries
of the region. ”

Copublished with the
United Nations
Development Programme

Peter Hakim
President, Inter-American Dialogue

“This very important book . . . will be of great interest to anyone
concerned with issues of social development in Latin America, including
economists, political scientists, and the policy community.”
Robert Kaufman
Rutgers University

“An excellent and necessary book that will be welcomed by all interested in
Latin America’s development.”
Santiago Levy
Vice-President, Inter-American Development Bank.
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